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In college, I often dreamed of tsunamis. The waves were enormously high and transported me 
far inland but were amazingly gentle behemoths that if I did not fight against, eventually landed 
me upon the shore without any damage. The tsunami that struck Sir Lanka the day after 
Christmas 2004 was nothing like these, but was instead brutal, fierce, and deadly.
Imagine losing your husband, two sons, and both parents on the same day. This unbelievable 
tragedy happened to this British economist.  The memoir starts quietly with her description of a 
typical morning at a beach resort in Southern Sri Lanka that her family had been visiting since 
her childhood. Sonali knew all the hotel staff and park rangers; the place meant home to her and 
her family. Ironically, the family was packing to go home later that day.
As her children are dressing, she speaks to a close friend who has accompanied them on their 
holiday outing. Suddenly, both women notice an unusual wave in the far distance. Sonali calls to 
her husband in the bathroom, but Read more »
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