Published on Monroe County Public Library, Indiana - mcpl.info (http://mcpl.info)
Home > Printer-friendly PDF

Tolstoy and the Purple Chair: My Year of
Magical Reading
A Cornucopia of Books

view in catalog
ISBN:
9780061999840
If you look back to those long summer afternoons of reading during your childhood with
longing, this book is for you. Three years after losing her beautiful and talented older sister,
Anne-Marie, to cancer, Nina Sankovitch decided to do something she had long dreamed of

doing, making books central to her life again. Of course as the mother of three teens and one
preteen - all boys - she didn't have much free time. But from Oct. 28, 2008 to the same date in
2009 Nina read and read and read some more.
In the intervening years after her sister's death, Nina had kept fiendishly busy, driving,
cooking, cleaning, heading committees, and organizing literary projects--all the myriad duties
of raising a family and being involved in her Connecticut community. But each day she felt
guilty to be alive because her sister had died. This lovely book is both a tribute to a sister, and
a memoir of their relationship. It's also a narrative about how concentrating on reading finally
healed Nina, so that she was eager to go forward again.
Nina resurrected (reupholstered) the big purple chair that one of their cats had made its own
by spraying on it. Here in this regal chair for two, three, even four hours a day, Nina both lost
and found herself through books.
Besides telling Anne-Marie's story, Tolstoy and the Purple Chair also relates the story of her
father, Anatole, who lost three aunts and uncles in a shooting during WW II. All were shot in
his family's kitchen in Poland while their terrified mother lay upstairs in her sick bed. Anatole
also suffered from TB after WW II and spent over two years in a sanatorium in the mountains
recovering after the war. Nina compares her year of reading to those years of rest and
recuperation that her father experienced there. Read more »
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