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Want to read a novel but feeling pressed for time with all the craziness of back-to-school and
fall a-coming? If so, try this new one, the highly lyrical Snow Hunters by Korean-American
Paul Yoon. It tells the story of a North Korean prisoner of war who refuses to return home
after the Korean War. Instead the administrators of his prison camp finds him a placement in
Brazil. Yohan boards a cargo ship where the sailors befriend him and they set sail for South
America.
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Yohan arrives at a small unnamed town in the rain as a young girl on a bicycle rides past. She
gives him her umbrella. Yohan shelters himself under it as he goes in search of the tailor
Kiyoshi who has agreed to give him an apprenticeship.

The former Japanese tailor and Yohan develop a relationship that is at first wordless. Neither
speaks the same language. But Kiyoshi is both very kind and very observant. When Yohan
wakes in the middle of the night with Read more »
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