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Acid, Projects, and Pit Bulls: Fiction by Paul Griffin

There are plenty of Young Adult books that portray the difficulties of
being a teenager. Some are funny, some serious, and some are pretty dark. There's even a
name for ones that focus on a specific issue ? the problem novel (you've got your teen
pregnancy, drug abuse, suicide ? you name it). Some are great, but often times the more one
topic takes center stage, the less realistic these books seem. It's never just one problem in
real life, is it? For pretty much anyone at this age, times are hard all around. Paul Griffin writes
about hard times. Read more »
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The Year of Secret Assignments by Jaclyn Moriarty
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Lydia, Emily, and Cassie have been best friends through everything, guy problems, family issues and
even Secret Assignments. While they all attend a posh private school, each girl has a unique way of
expressing herself. Lydia sometimes declares that she is a fish, with the intention of becoming a writer
someday. Emily?s dream of becoming a lawyer might never gain steam if she can?t remember the
difference between cinnamon and synonym. And Cassie just wants to stop being too afraid to get up on
stage and sing. This year their English teacher has assigned them pen pals from public school Brookfield
High to reacquaint them with the Joy of the Envelope. Over the course of the year they each get to know
a stranger. Sebastian is an artistic soccer player who sometimes can?t control his temper. Charlie is a
sweet guy who always seems to be in trouble. And Matthew is either very dangerous or nonexistent.
Prank calls, mistaken identities, spy missions, Dates with Girls, with a side of blackmail and revenge
make for an interesting year!
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Bruiser by Neal Shusterman

When I picked up Shusterman's Bruiser, I expected to read a book
about an angry kid who taunts and punches away his insecurities. While this book does deal
with bullies, Brewster, the character of the title, is almost the opposite of a bully and a bit
magical to boot. A hulking and shabbily dressed 16-year-old, Brewster is an outsider who
people vote to be the Most Likely to Go to Jail, and generally treat as if he's not there. Which
suits him fine, even if he's never stepped on an ant, because he takes on the physical and
emotional pain of anyone he gets close to. Read more »
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