Published on Monroe County Public Library, Indiana - mcpl.info (http://mcpl.info)
Home > Monthly archive > Monthly archive > Printer-friendly PDF

Sights and Sounds
Raccoon Nation

view in catalog
ISBN:
9781608836291
Raccoons are smart. If you've ever had to deal with them then you'll probably agree that they
are some of the smartest creatures on Earth. In 2011, PBS did a one-hour documentary on
raccoons and their nocturnal behavior. The raccoons were tagged with GPS collars and
studied for three months. The information gleaned from the researchers begged the question,
"Are humans making raccoons smarter?" It seem as though every attempt to keep them out of
our trash bins present them with a new and interesting puzzle to solve which in turn creates
smarter raccoons that survive and pass on their genes. It sounds like a ridiculous theory but
take look at the documentary before you make any judgments. The library owns one copy at
the main branch.
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Flash of Genius

I lie back on my bed while listening to Janis Joplin's album Pearl. It
contains one of many versions of the song "Me and Bobby Magee" that I've heard over the
years. Janis is my favorite. I love how her grating bluesy voice sounds on this song, more than
any other song she has recorded. As she sings the lines, "Windshield wipers slapping time, I's
holding Bobby's hand in mine and we sang every song that driver knew," Read more »
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Supercar

It's 1961 and I'm six years old. I've rushed home
from school to plant myself firmly in front of the TV to watch a puppet show. But not just any
puppet show. This was Supercar; real science fiction. Never mind that the puppets,
Marionettes really, were a little jerky and you could see the strings. I didn't really care about
the story. I wanted to own Supercar and to fly it. Supercar was Gerry Anderson's first science
fiction series filmed in Supermarionation; a fancy name for a show done with puppets.
Supercar wasn't a car at all, but what we would today call a vertical landing and takeoff craft
able to fly, go into space and undersea; there was not a single wheel on it. Supercar was a

beauty to behold. Even today I still would love to own it. It's my dream car second only to the
1960's Batmobile. Read more »
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